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Connections

Writing and Art

Write and illustrate your own fable. Start by thinking of an
important lesson. Then, use animals as characters to teach
that lesson in a short story. Share your fable with the class.

Social Studies
What is a moral? How is each moral connected to its fable?
Why are morals taught in stories? Discuss with a partner.
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Focus Question

What can people learn from Aesop’s fables?
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Moral: If you do mean things to others, they might do mean
things to you in return.
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When the fox was finished eating, he smiled up at the crow.
“Thank you for the delicious snack,” he said. “I got just what
I wanted.”

Moral: Do not trust strangers who try to flatter you.
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The Dog and His Reflection

A dog was walking along happily with a nice
piece of meat in his mouth. As he crossed a
bridge over a stream, he glanced at the water
below. Looking back up at him was another dog
who also had some meat. The dog on the bridge
wanted more, so he bent down and snapped at
the other dog. As he did, his own meat fell from
his mouth into the stream. The sad dog then
realized that he had not seen another dog,

only his own reflection.

Moral: If you are always greedy for more,

you might lose what you already have.
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Moral: We all have different strengths. Treasure your own

gifts and talents.
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The country mouse decided he’'d seen enough. He would
rather live in the poor, quiet country than the crowded,
dangerous city. He thanked his cousin and returned

to his humble home.

Moral: 1t is better to live simply in safety than to live
in luxury and fear.
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Moral: The way things look is not always the way things are.
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